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Thank you for considering this testimony from the Greater Hartford Environmental Coalition in 

support of HB 5002: An Act Concerning the Development of a Green New Deal. 

 

It is my understanding that the purpose of this legislation is to create new programs concerning 

and to provide funding for energy efficiency, renewable energy, sustainability and resiliency.  

 

What should the Green New Deal accomplish? For CT, it should be comprehensive plan to 

tackle climate change, revitalize our economy, and address economic and racial inequity at the 

same time. Immediately after the 2018 elections, a group of young people called the Sunrise 

Movement began urging Congressional leaders to support a plan to create millions of jobs by 

putting Americans to work making a rapid transition to a fossil-free economy. I wholeheartedly 

believe Connecticut should proceed with the same urgency. 

 

The devastating effects of climate change — from raging wildfires and vicious hurricanes, to 

torrential rains and extreme droughts — are being felt across the world, across the country and 

right here in Connecticut. With over 600 miles of coastline and 2.2 million shoreline residents, 

Connecticut is exceedingly vulnerable to the impact of extreme weather events. If climate 

change is not dealt with immediately, Connecticut will suffer billions of dollars of damages to its 

wetlands, beaches, infrastructure, public health, agriculture and parks. Importantly, the adverse 



effects of climate change and air pollution hit low-income and marginalized communities the 

hardest.  

 

There is a global scientific consensus that dramatic societal and economic changes must be 

made in order to mitigate climate change and adapt to its effects. The Green New Deal fits 

this bill. Crucially, the Green New Deal advocates for more than just 100% renewable energy — 

it also aims to address issues such as poverty, environmental justice, equity and access. A 

renewable-energy transition, through the Green New Deal, will buoy the economy, create jobs 

and bolster Connecticut’s middle class. 

 

The components HB 5002 should be organized into three sections, as follows: 

 

First, a list of guiding principles to which all programs in the Green New Deal should adhere to: 

community inclusion in decision making processes; 100% renewable energy by no later than 

2050; economic stimulus through the creation of jobs or cost-savings which are circulated in 

local economies; equitable implementation for small businesses, low-income households and 

marginalized groups; and a just transition for displaced workers and negatively affected 

communities.  

 

Second, a policy suite. Policies in this bill will adhere to the guiding principles and most will fall 

into four categories: energy efficiency, renewable energy, sustainability and resiliency.  

 

In energy efficiency, we propose…   



Strict energy efficiency standards for buildings in order to create cost-savings and reduce 

emissions (could be achieved by ramping up Lead By Example program), 

Workforce development programs — with an emphasis on low-income communities —  to equip 

workers with the skills to hold good-paying long-term jobs, 

 

The creation of a Residential Property Assessed Clean Energy (R-PACE) program to help low-

income households finance energy efficient improvements,  

 

The protection of energy efficiency funds (from the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, 

Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund and Green Bank) from diversion to the general fund,  

A mandate that every action Connecticut’s regulatory agencies take should work to reduce the 

state’s carbon footprint,  

 

In renewable energy, we propose…  

Increasing the urgency of Connecticut’s Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) to match the scale 

of the climate crisis,  

A significantly higher offshore wind procurement target to meet emissions goals and create 

good-paying jobs,  

An increased community solar allowance to create jobs and ensure access to solar for renters, 

low-income households and otherwise disadvantaged groups, 

The return of net metering to create cost-savings and incentivize residents to install solar PV 

panels,  



Mandated municipal plans for electrified mass transit by 2040 to reduce emissions, create cost-

savings and lessen air pollution which disproportionately affects marginalized communities,  

A ban on new natural gas, coal or oil infrastructure development to lessen the risk of stranded 

assets and reduce our reliance on fossil fuels, 

Allowing electric vehicles to be sold through dealerships in Connecticut to reduce costs for 

consumers and incentivize widespread adoption, 

Job training for displaced workers from the fossil fuel sectors,  

Implementation of a roadside solar program to reduce emissions, 

Expansion of existing renewable energy incentives and REC’s,  

 

In sustainability, we propose…   

An emphasis on land conservation in order to sequester carbon,  

Increased access to compost to reduce methane leakage from landfills,  

Mandatory climate change education to instill the values of environmental stewardship in future 

generations,  

Emphasis on the role of mini-grids and smart grids in an increasingly decentralized power 

distribution structure, 

Emphasis on reducing urban sprawl in order to lessen transportation times and increase the 

viability of widespread electrified mass transit, 

 

In resiliency, we propose…  

Education on sustainable farming practices, like crop rotation and soil management, to reduce 

emissions and increase resiliency, 



Direct investment in upgraded coastal infrastructure to survive sea level rise and large storms, 

Mandated community and stakeholder involvement in the planning and implementation of 

resiliency measures, 

 

Third, we ask for an accountability committee to track, report and advise on the bill’s 

progress. In order to design a flexible and equitable policy, this committee must be composed of 

a diverse group of stakeholders, including, but not limited to: local and statewide legislators, 

climate scientists, economists, labor representatives and business representatives. This committee 

will report and advise on the programs implemented through the Green New Deal. In this 

manner, the legislature will be armed with the knowledge to tinker with programs that work and 

eliminate programs if they are not working as designed.  

 

Now is not the time for half-measures. The Green New Deal is a serious climate change 

solution, which also emphasizes equity, access, poverty reduction, energy security, sustainability 

and community inclusion. HB 5002, in the format that we have proposed, will cement 

Connecticut’s status as a clean energy pioneer. On behalf of the Greater Hartford 

Environmental Coalition, I urge you to consider our proposals for HB 5002. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Alexander Rodriguez 


